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THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS


The Royal College of General Practitioners
The Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) was established in 1952 to encourage, foster and maintain the highest possible standards in general medical practice. It also aims to raise the status of general practice and to persuade doctors to enter the profession. The College is the only academic organisation in General Practice. It has sought to establish General Practice as a discipline in its own right and to promote the importance of Primary Health Care.

Things the college does…

· providing opportunities for doctors to share ideas and discuss key issues, principally through its local faculties 

· representing the views of GPs on government and Department of Health committees 

· maintaining an authoritative voice which effectively speaks for general practitioners

· encouraging high calibre people to enter general practice 

· providing and guiding on continuing education and training

· developing new qualifications and methods of assessment

· keeping members up to date, through its publications, committees and faculties

· developing policy and clinical guidelines for general practice

· setting standards of quality an clinical guidelines for patient care

· seeking funding for a wide range of projects

· awarding fellowships which enable doctors to carry out research

· appointing a national research advisor to support GPs involved with research

· publishing up to date research and innovations

All the doctors who work for the College are GPs. They work hard for the benefit of all in general practice. Such work costs money. This is what the membership fee is for.   The College is made up of a President, 5 Officers, a Council Executive Committee, a ‘ruling’ Council of officers, faculty and members representatives, and five networks covering Education, Quality, Services, Clinical and Research work. There are thirty one local faculties and a plethora of special interest groups and committees. 

The College offers members

· the British Journal of General Practice - extensively revamped in 1997

· Reduced rates on College publications - including over 50 occasional papers on all aspects of general practice, books, leaflets and policy statements

· Computer based assessment programme - designed for registrars but a good test for anyone

· use of the comprehensive library and information service - including the excellent free College factsheets and summary papers, again on all aspects of general practice

· discounted courses

· residential accommodation at discounted rates in central London

· the opportunity to participate in the development of primary care 

· support for its members in research and audit via a free research adviser. Members considering research within general practice can discuss their ideas whilst in the planning stages of a project.

Obviously some of the College activities will impact on you more directly than others, even if its only the BJGP coming through the letter box. But indirectly many of the College’s activities will affect your working lives - for the better. In training for general practice your trainer and your hospital posts will have been ‘vetted’ by a Joint Visiting team to assess the suitability of those posts for training. The College, along with some of the specialist Colleges produced joint vocational training statements - unique guidance on the content of SHO posts. To stay in touch with the College’s activities support your local faculty and read the members news sections in the BJGP, especially the subjects that Council has considered. The College is only as strong as its members’ support.

The College has a whole host of different groups. Some of these are 

· The Audit Programme

· Maternity Care Task Group 

· HIV/AIDS Working Party

· Vocational Training Working Party

· Inner City Task Group

· Adolescents Working Party

· Rural Practice Task Group

· Commissioning of Care Task Group

· Joint Computing Group (with GMSC)

· Prescribing Task Group

· International Committee

· Medical Ethics Committee

· Patients Liaison Group

For further information about the College call the Membership Department on 0171 581 3232 or visit the College’s web site at http\\www\rcgp.org.uk  - this has a mass of information about the College, including information on associate membership, a rural doctors and a registrars discussion forum, and contact details for all the local faculties.

